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An official website of the United States government
Here’s how you know

‹ 159. Reports of Special Grand Juries up 161. Court Closure ›

This is archived content from the U.S. Department of Justice website. The information here may be
outdated and links may no longer function. Please contact webmaster@usdoj.gov if you have any
questions about the archive site.

160. SAMPLE TARGET LETTER

This letter is supplied to a witness scheduled to appear before the federal Grand Jury in order to provide helpful
background information about the Grand Jury. The Grand Jury consists of from sixteen to twenty-three persons from
the District of ___. It is their responsibility to inquire into federal crimes which may have been committed in this District.

As a Grand Jury witness you will be asked to testify and answer questions, and to produce records and documents.
Only the members of the Grand Jury, attorneys for the United States and a stenographer are permitted in the Grand
Jury room while you testify.

We advise you that the Grand Jury is conducting an investigation of possible violations of federal criminal laws
involving, but not necessarily limited to *. You are advised that the destruction or alteration of any document required to
be produced before the grand jury constitutes serious violation of federal law, including but not limited to Obstruction of
Justice.

You are advised that you are a target of the Grand Jury's investigation. You may refuse to answer any question if a
truthful answer to the question would tend to incriminate you. Anything that you do or say may be used against you in a
subsequent legal proceeding. If you have retained counsel, who represents you personally, the Grand Jury will permit
you a reasonable opportunity to step outside the Grand Jury room and confer with counsel if you desire.

Cordially,

[cited in JM 9-11.151]
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