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SCRANTON – The United States Attorney’s Office for the Middle District of Pennsylvania 
announced that Kajuan Woods, age 37, and Patrick Alexander, age 36, both federal inmates, 
were indicted separately by a federal grand jury on April 28, 2026, with possessing contraband 
in prison.

According to United States Attorney Brian D. Miller, the indictment alleges that on or about 
March 15, 2026, while an inmate at the Federal Correction Institution Schuylkill (FCI 
Schuylkill), in Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania, Woods possessed an inmate manufactured 
weapon, specifically a four-inch piece of metal sharpened to a point with a cloth handle, 
commonly referred to as “shank.”

Assistant United States Attorney Tatum R. Wilson is prosecuting the case.

Patrick Alexander, age 36, was indicted by a federal grand jury while an inmate at FCI 
Schuylkill, with possessing a weapon. The indictment alleges that Alexander possessed a 
weapon, specifically, a six-inch piece of metal sharpened to a point with a white cord handle on 
April 3, 2026, in Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania.

Assistant United States Attorney James M. Buchanan is prosecuting the case.
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PRISON SHANKS AND CELL PHONE (CONTRABAN) 
MAY GET YOU MORE TIME IN PRISON
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The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and the Federal Bureau of Prisons Special 
Investigative Service investigated both cases.

The maximum penalty under federal law for both cases is five years of imprisonment, a term of 
supervised release following imprisonment, and a fine. A sentence following the finding of guilt 
is imposed by the Judge after consideration of the applicable federal sentencing statutes and 
the Federal Sentencing Guidelines.

Indictments are only allegations. All persons charged are presumed to be innocent unless and 
until found guilty in court.

# # #

Jeffries, age 46, an inmate at Federal Correctional Institute-Schuylkill in Minersville, PA, was charged by a 
criminal information with unlawfully possessing a cell phone in federal prison. 

Updated May 1, 2026

Component

USAO - Pennsylvania, Middle

PRESS RELEASE

FCI Schuylkill Inmate Charged With Possession Of Prohibited Objects

May 1, 2026

PRESS RELEASE

USP Canaan Inmate Charged With Assault Resulting In Serious Bodily
Injury

Related Content

5/1/26, 8:25 PM Middle District of Pennsylvania | Two Federal Inmates Charged With Possessing Weapons | United States Department of Justice

https://www.justice.gov/usao-mdpa/pr/two-federal-inmates-charged-possessing-weapons 2/3

http://www.justice.gov/usao-mdpa
https://www.justice.gov/usao-mdpa/pr/fci-schuylkill-inmate-charged-possession-prohibited-objects
https://www.justice.gov/usao-mdpa/pr/usp-canaan-inmate-charged-assault-resulting-serious-bodily-injury
https://www.justice.gov/usao-mdpa/pr/usp-canaan-inmate-charged-assault-resulting-serious-bodily-injury



